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Bringing the Pieces and Colors Together

   Caruthersville, Missouri

Sister Darlene: Greetings from
Missouri! I hope your Lenten journey
has been fruitful thus far. It seems like
Ash Wednesday was just last week and
here we are in the 5th week of Lent.

Well, I can honestly and finally say I have seen enough snow.
Now I know those of you on the east coast will laugh when I
say that 12 inches is enough. I am very happy for the warmer
temperatures and have been shouting ‘hooray’ for Spring! I
did a dance when I saw the first daffodil in bloom. I have
been on the road a lot since the first of the year. I have been
taking a Canon Law class at Brescia University in Owensboro.
This brings me to Owensboro weekly. I have enjoyed the
class which has been very informative. The time has also
allowed me to visit more with Sisters Bernadette, Rosemary
and Sharon. Of course Izzie accompanies me and enjoys her
time also. In February, Pam and I traveled to Sikeston,
Missouri to attend the annual gathering of the Religious with
the Bishop. We spent the day in fellowship and also sharing
our ministries and concerns with the Bishop. We also trav-
eled to Owensboro to attend the Ordination and Installation
of the new Bishop of the Diocese of Owensboro. It was a very
powerful and beautiful celebration. While there we attended
the Glenmary Sisters fundraiser "Men Who Cook". It was a
delightful evening of great food, fellowship and fun. The
highlight of the evening was watching Sr. Catherine dance to
"Brick House"! Boy, does she have some moves. Her smile lit
up the night. Pam and I have been busy with the GED pro-
gram. One of our students passed her test and we have two
others who will sit for the test in March. We worked with one
of the Parish Ladies groups to prepare the winter parish sup-
pers. I always learn new recipes and cooking shortcuts from
these lovely women. We hosted the monthly Catholic Ladies
meeting. The group decided they wanted to learn more about
the different titles of Mary. I prepared and gave a presentation
on The Immaculate Heart of Mary. My father and brother Tim
came for a visit. I enjoyed taking them around the county and
introducing them to the people here. This was my father’s
first visit to Caruthersville. They brought my Dad's dog
Dexter with them. Dexter is a miniature schnauzer that he
and my stepmom rescued from the pound. He and Izzie had

fun playing together. My brother and I took both Izzie and
Dexter for several long walks around town. Now, I must tell
you that Izzie is very observant. After watching Dexter a few
times and working very hard to copy him - she can now hike
her leg without a problem! It is quite an amusing sight to see.
I traveled to Georgia to spend time with Sisters Mary Ellen
and Aida. We are working on an upcoming community proj-
ect. It was so nice to be in a warmer climate for a few days.
In the midst of all the travels, there was time spent in the food
pantry, clothes closet, providing transportation for a parish-
ioner whose brother was in ICU at a hospital in Memphis,
working with the GED tutoring, writing to prisoners and
attending several meetings. I thank you for your prayers and
continued gracious support. It is always a joy to share with
you what's happening here in Pemiscot County. We are on
this journey together! You remain in my prayers. 

Izzie: Wow, life has been grrrreat since we
last spoke. Since Sr. Darlene is taking a
class in Owensboro, I get to see Sr.
Bernadette every week. I did get a little
upset on one of my visits. When I arrived

and started to leap into her arms I noticed that she was
holding another dog. I thought, “Oh, no, I am no
longer her special friend.”  But then she looked at me,
smiled and patted her lap. I leaped up and that is when
I discovered that her arms were big enough for that
dog and me! I had so much fun playing in the snow. I
couldn't stay out long because it was too cold and the
snow would stick to my fur. In Owensboro, when I
would come in from a snowy walk the Sisters would
wrap me in warm towels and hold me. It felt so good.
It was so exciting to meet Bishop Medley, the new
Bishop of the Owensboro Diocese. It was such an
honor. I even had my picture taken with him (you can
see it on Facebook). I don't want to brag, but Sr.
Sharon spoke with the Bishop after his visit and he told
her I was the best behaved dog he ever met! I must
point out he did not comment on the Sisters’ behavior!
Well, I must go chase some squirrels and see what Sr.
Darlene and Pam are up to. Maybe they will take me
for a walk.  



Frenchburg, Kentucky

Sister Kathleen: Greetings from Eastern
Kentucky. As I look back at the past few
months I thank God for the beautiful
snow and all that comes with it. I also
thank God that it is over and hope that

the many who had so many hardships during that time have
survived. In my area, we do not have the big equipment to
remove snow and other debris. The schools had to be closed
for many days which means they have to make up time later
on. We are lucky to have some good schools here and thank
God the attendance is super compared to a few years ago
when many did not even graduate due to the fact their par-
ents did not finish school. They were not encouraged to do
so, did not have the school clothing and often the lack of
good transportation. Over the years our mission church and
our food and clothing centers have helped. I have had to go
to many meetings for the Community, which is always a great
joy and support. On one trip I attended the Ordination and
Installation of the new Bishop of Owensboro. It was truly a
blessed and joyous time to be with at least 4000 happy peo-
ple to worship and sing together. Please keep him in prayer
as he takes on the leadership as Shepherd in Owensboro. I
made a trip, along with my niece, to attend another niece’s
surprise birthday party in Chicago. Her name is Mary B.
Ketterick. She is suffering from pancreatic cancer and is pray-
ing for a miracle. I love her dearly. She has a deep faith and a
loving family. We certainly have to pray for a cure for cancer
but also pray for all the sick, that they keep Jesus as their
focus. Pray for the various women who are interested in join-
ing us - especially the three who have contacted us. May God
love and reward all of you who pray for and support us.

Millen, Georgia

Sister Mary Ellen:  Since I last wrote
something in Kaleidoscope I have been
back and forth to Owensboro several
times. In January, Sr. Aida and I drove to
Owensboro for Council meetings and
we thought that we wouldn’t be return-

ing until March. But it wasn’t long after our return to Georgia
that we heard the good news that a new bishop had been
appointed for the Diocese of Owensboro. The diocese had
been without a bishop since Bishop McRaith retired over a
year ago. So after that we made plans to return to Owensboro
for the February 10 ordination, installation, and reception of

the new bishop. It was held at the Owensboro Sportscenter
because the cathedral was too small to hold all the invited
guests. It was a beautiful ceremony and we were all pleasant-
ly impressed with our new bishop. Since our Glenmary
Sisters’ fundraiser “Men Who Cook” was to be held a couple
of days later, we stayed on for that. It turned out to be a very
enjoyable and tasty event. I enjoyed meeting all the friends
and benefactors who attended.

Because of this February trip to Owensboro we missed the
rare snowfall in Millen. It was all gone when we returned.
People said that we received 5 to 6 inches and said it was
beautiful. Of course, everything came to a standstill since
there are no snow plows to scrape the roads.

In March, Sister Darlene came from Missouri to join Sr. Aida
and me for a Planning Committee Meeting for Community
Days which will be held in May. This year, Community Days
are to be held at our Georgia mission. Sr. Darlene stayed with
us for 4 days and we felt that the time was enjoyable and we
were able to get much done.

As I write this it is March and I am back in Owensboro where
we have just completed another Council meeting. When I
return to Georgia, I will be attending a Mass at St. Joseph
Church in Bay Branch, a small community between Millen
and Sylvania. St. Joseph’s was the first Catholic Church
between Savannah and Augusta. It was built by Yugoslavian
and Bavarian immigrants who settled there because of the
good farming land. It has been closed since the early 60’s
when churches were built at Sylvania and Millen but we still
hold Mass there about 5 times a year. We will celebrate its
100th anniversary next year.

Sister Aida:  I enjoyed a beautiful
epiphany celebration on January 9. We
celebrated with piñatas, games, food,
and toys for the children. Everyone had
a wonderful time. As always, I’ve been
busy going to court and doctors visits
and hospitals with people to provide
both transportation and translation. I’ve

also started an English class to teach the language to local
Hispanics. During Lent we had Stations of the Cross after
class. I am working with a deacon from Augusta trying to set
up Cursillo for area Hispanics, which means I’m attending
meetings and training classes. Cursillo is a movement which
started in Spain over 40 years ago. Men and women tradi-
tionally attend separate but related classes. Millen is experi-
encing an outbreak of tuberculosis. I’m working with the
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health department, encouraging people to get tested to help
stop the spread of the diseases. On a lighter note, Sr. Mary
Ellen and I got together with other Sisters who work with
Glenmarians in the area for our monthly luncheon. We
always have a good time together. Meetings, including dean-
ery and cluster meetings, go on as always. We attend when
we’re in town. Sr. Mary Ellen and I joined the other Sisters in
Owensboro for the ordination and installation of Bishop
Medley in February. It was a beautiful celebration, and the
first one like that I’ve attended. There was also a nice celebra-
tion afterward, during which I got to see people I hadn’t seen
in a while. Back in Statesboro, Georgia, I’ve been helping Safe
Haven, a shelter for victims of domestic violence. I get called
when Hispanic women are there and need assistance with
translation so they can complete the court paperwork and
receive any assistance they need, including protective orders
and child support. Sr. Darlene came to help us plan for our
next Community Days celebration, which will be in
Savannah. We worked on finding local activities, schedules
for meetings, and finding a house to use for lodging and
meetings. We had a good time together. After Sr. Darlene left,
I went on retreat at the Mission Sisters of the Blessed Trinity
facility in Alabama. I stayed in a hermitage in the woods, met
with my spiritual director daily, and did a lot of walking on
the beautiful grounds. It was a grace-filled and prayerful
time. Upon my return to Millen I’m back in the routine of
taking people to doctors’ visits, to city hall for court proceed-
ings, and to other appointments.

Owensboro, Kentucky

Sister Sharon:  Happy Feast of St.
Joseph! I am writing this note on this
beautiful Feast Day right before I head
off to Mass. The days since I last wrote
have been busy and hectic, but oddly
it’s hard to recall just what I have been

doing. Of course as usual, after Christmas, I did go home for
a few days and I always enjoy that. I often think how blessed
I am to have friends and family who support me in the life
that God has chosen for me.

One of the most exciting events to take place in the recent
months was the installation and ordination of Bishop William
Francis Medley, the new bishop of the Owensboro Diocese.
As the Major Superior of the Glenmary Sisters, I was invited
to attend the Vespers (Evening Prayer) on February 9, 2010,
the evening before the Ordination. It was at this service that
Bishop Medley signed his oath of office and profession of
faith. The Most Rev. John McRaith, bishop emeritus of the

Diocese of Owensboro, blessed the Episcopal ring, mitre, (a
gift from Bishop emeritus John McRaith) and crosier (a gift
from the priests of the Owensboro Diocese) that Bishop
Medley would receive the next day at the ordination.
Afterwards there was a reception in the Cathedral undercroft.

The next morning, February 10, the day of his Ordination
and Installation, those of us who were considered “V.I.P’s”
were once again invited to a special brunch and then every-
one headed over to the Owensboro Sportscenter for the
Eucharistic celebration of the Mass in which the actual ordi-
nation and installation would take place. The Sportscenter
was packed with over 5000 excited faith-filled Catholics,
Bishop Medley’s family and friends among them. It was such
an exciting day - one that I will not forget anytime soon.

The following Saturday was also an exciting and busy day.
That night we hosted our third annual “Men Who Cook”
fund-raiser. This year we decided to design it around the
sweetheart, Valentine’s Day, theme since it was going to fall on
February 13. It turned out to be the best year yet. The food
and turnout was incredible. We are hoping that it will keep
growing and continue to get our name out there and raise
funds for the mission work of our Sisters.

On Ash Wednesday, February 17, Sisters Rosemary,
Bernadette, and I decided to attend the noon Mass at the
Cathedral, as Bishop Medley was to be the Presider. It was
once again a beautiful celebration with a wonderful homily
and the perfect beginning to this prayerful season. On
February 28 – March 3, Fr. Dan Dorsey, the president of the
Glenmary Home Missioners, gave a beautiful Lenten Mission.
Each night his reflection on the passion of our Loving Savior
gave us much to ponder and pray about. I especially found it
to be a grace-filled time to connect what we celebrate each
day in our Liturgy of the Mass with the love that opened his
arms on the cross as Jesus said “Yes,” to all that that was asked
of him. Now we are well into Lent, and as hard to believe as
it is, Easter is right around the corner. I pray that you have
found many blessings as you have journeyed through this
holy season. These next few weeks will be filled with many
opportunities of grace and I can hardly wait for the Triduum
as it will be Bishop Medley’s first as the fourth Bishop of the
Owensboro Diocese. On Holy Thursday, our two candidates,
Justine Presley and Pam Hageman, will be among those
whose feet will be washed by Bishop Medley. What a special
honor!

Until the next issue of Kaleidoscope, take care and know of
my prayers for you and all your loved ones.
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Sister Rosemary:  Kaleidoscope will be
reaching you close to Old Man Winter’s
departure and Spring will be welcomed
with great joy. Close in time will be our
completion of Lent and the celebration
of our Lord’s resurrection. There are
times when an event in our life can lead
us to a very real feeling of our Lord’s suf-
fering from the evil of others. If that has

been your experience these past weeks, either in your own
life or that of a loved one, I hope you can now be looking for-
ward to a “resurrection” and release from the pain. Knowing
that what has happened can be a time of grace does not
remove the pain that has been felt.

For myself these past weeks have kept me pretty much on the
home front though I have gone to Cincinnati, to St. Louis,
and to our Caruthersville mission. All were related to “com-
munity business.” Here time has also been given to commu-
nity matters which can be quite time consuming but I cannot
say “Look, see what I have done!” as completion is also a
future item. A real joy has been being present for the ordina-
tion and installation of William Francis Medley as Bishop of
our Owensboro Diocese. This was soon followed by his com-
ing to lunch with us and enabling us to know a bit about one
another. His warmth of personality is a real blessing that can
enrich all of us. Now I have to be mindful that I must give
him daily support in prayer to help him in his role of shep-
herd.

And I want you to know that all of our friends who have been
so supportive of us in our service to God’s people in so many
ways are also remembered as I “speak” to the Father of us all.

Smithland, Kentucky

Sister Ellen Frances: “Consult not
your fears but your hopes and your
dreams. Think not about your frus-
trations, but about your unfulfilled
potential. Concern yourself not with
what you tried and failed in, but with

what it is still possible for you to do.” (Pope John XXIII)

For this issue of Kaleidoscope—I want to share a story with
you…just one story…but it is my Easter Story. It is my
Easter Gift.

Last December, while we were providing lunches for all the

volunteers at Helping Hands and Family First, our furnace
died. It was a very cold week…and it took several days to
get permission to have a new furnace installed. Two men
came to install the furnace on the Friday of the week.
When they completed the job, we asked them to come in
for lunch. As they were eating lunch one of the men, Mike,
told me a story about a neighbor of his. His neighbor’s
name is Virginia. Mike had befriended Virginia and her
husband Wally about twenty years ago. They were
old…Wally could no longer drive…and they had never
had any children. Mike befriended them…and became not
only a friend but also almost a son to them. Wally died last
year at the age of one hundred…leaving Virginia alone.
Virginia’s family lives in Chicago and they decided that
Virginia—who is now ninety-eight - would be better off in
a nursing home. Mike was upset because he would have
cared for her at home…but he had no authority. Virginia is
in a nursing home in Paducah, and Mike still takes care of
her. He buys all her clothes and washes her laundry.

As he was talking, Mike started to cry. It seemed that he
had to help Virginia make her funeral arrangements…and
found out that Virginia had been Catholic when she was
young. Wally had been buried by a Baptist minister, but
Virginia refused…and wanted only to be cremated. This
disturbed Mike. I promised Mike that I would visit
Virginia. Mike said that Virginia stated that she had been
excommunicated and that nothing could be done.

The next day I drove to the nursing home after mass and
met Virginia. She is a tiny lady…who barely sees…and is
very deaf…but priceless. She shared her life story with
me…and I found out and told her that she had not been
excommunicated. She had married outside the Church
civilly.

I went to see her almost weekly, until she started to talk
about how she felt as if “something was fading.” I was not
sure what she meant but with prayer asked if she would
like to see a priest and go to confession. She said, “Oh,
yes.”

Last Friday morning Virginia came into full reunion with
the Church after seventy-six years. Her greatest joy was
attending Mass and receiving Holy Communion.

"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!" 
(2 Cor 9:15)�� �
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   Retired

Sister Bernadette: Things have been
quite busy at the Guadalupe House
since we last reported. I would like to
tell everyone that I am feeling great and
glad to see that Spring is finally here.
After making all the crescent cakes at

Christmas, the kitchen work has not slowed down! I have the
pleasure of working almost every day in the kitchen with
Cathy preparing noon dinners for all the Sisters. As in days
past of teaching fellow Sisters at the Seminary, I have the
pleasure of teaching Cathy some of my culinary secrets. I
believe they should be passed on so others may enjoy the
benefits. Not only have we prepared meals for the Sisters and
Council members, but we had the opportunity to prepare a
feast for Bishop Medley. With the assistance of Tommy
Devins (Cathy and Tommy’s son), we prepared a special feast.
Tommy prepared his “Men Who Cook” dish, Pistachio
Crusted Apple Stuffed Pork Loin, as the main dish, and
Cathy and I prepared a variety of side dishes to serve along
with it. (We also shined silverware and Sr. Sharon could not
believe you could see yourself in it!)

It is again tax time and census time for our country. In years
past, this time of year was one of my busiest also. I helped
many of our people in our mission prepare their tax forms.
The Glenmary Sisters were able to send me for training in this
field. Also, living in rural Texas, we would walk many miles
into remote areas to count the U. S. Census for our govern-
ment.

I have been keeping very busy with my crocheting. I think
the prettiest one to date is a pink baby blanket that I special-
ly made for John and Lauren Calhoun’s new daughter, Katie.
I have made numerous scarves and lap blankets for dona-
tions, also.

Izzie has been a guest for 2 weeks while Sr. Darlene has been
away. Izzie and I are lap companions. She makes herself very
comfortable on my lap and at times I hear we were “cat nap-
ping” together!

Continental Rummy is a card game the Sisters and I enjoy play-
ing in the evening after dinner. We have had the opportunity
to include Cathy in a few games now. I have taught her about
runs and “May I” and not to be scared of negative numbers!

Sister Catherine: I’ve been very busy
since our last issue of Kaleidoscope. I
spent a few days in Cincinnati in early
December, then went back to Seton
Residence to enjoy the Christmas party
there. I was in Owensboro from
December 18-28, and during that time,
I made fudge for the Sisters. In late

January I moved permanently to Cincinnati, just in time for
Gus Bauer's birthday party. On February 9 I went back to
Owensboro for the Installation of Bishop Medley. February
13 was our Men Who Cook fundraiser. What a great evening
it was! A few days later the Sisters threw a birthday party for
me at Guadalupe House. After that it was time for Sr.
Kathleen to drive me back to Mercy Franciscan Terrace, my
new home in Cincinnati. She stayed the night with me, then
went on back to the Frenchburg mission. On February 20,
Sr. Sharon came to visit. We went to Mass and then she took
me out to Applebee’s for dinner. Co-worker Cathy and her
husband Tommy brought me to Owensboro for a dentist
appointment on March 15, and I stayed at Guadalupe House
for a few days.

Now that I’ve moved to Mercy Franciscan Terrace in
Cincinnati, my daily schedule has changed. A typical day is
like this: breakfast 8:00 am; 9:30 to chapel for meditation
and Mass at 10:00; noon lunch; 2:00 pm some kind of activ-
ity; card game Nertz with Clara; evening prayer privately;
5:00 pm dinner; evening free; play Kings in the Corner with
someone.

Leave a Legacy of Hope!
Let the Glenmary Sisters help with 

your estate planning today.  
Contact Richard Remp-Morris at 

1-800-301-2689 or via email
Richard@glenmarysisters.org 
to discuss how financial gifts 

through proper estate planning will help 
your family and the Glenmary Sisters.

www.glenmarysisters.org
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